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We are:
Safe

Respecƞ ul
Responsible

AcƟ ve Learners

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Parent/ Teacher Information Nights

I would like to thank parents and carers for aƩ ending our Parent InformaƟ on 
Nights this week. We planned four sessions over two nights to provide 
parents the opportunity to aƩ end as many sessions as possible. We are 
always refl ecƟ ve of our pracƟ ces and last year’s parents suggested including 
a classroom visit and an opportunity to speak with the teacher following 
the informaƟ on session in the hall. This inclusion has been well received by 
parents who aƩ ended on Tuesday and Thursday night.

Class Parents

The role of Class Parent has proved to be an invaluable avenue of 
communicaƟ on. Thank you to the parents who have put their hand up 
to fulfi l this role in 2020. At the Parent/ Teacher Night parents were asked 
to provide contact details for class parents. If you were unable to aƩ end 
and are happy for your details to be distributed to other parents in your 
child’s class, the note has been aƩ ached and can be returned to your child’s 
teacher, who will then forward it to the class parent.

P & C Support

P and C have provided the funding for a number of items idenƟ fi ed by staff  
last year on a “wish list”. The items include: jerseys for our Tiger Tag teams, 
new Ɵ mber garden beds for our kitchen garden program, Kindergarten 
mats and a new Parry mat in the library. The air condiƟ oning for the hall will 
also be funded by the P&C once it has been approved by the department.

I look forward to working with the P and C in 2020 to implement various 
planned projects. I encourage parents to come along to the meeƟ ngs 
held in the library to hear of school iniƟ aƟ ves and opportuniƟ es to further 
connect with your child’s educaƟ on.

Teacher Accreditation

CongratulaƟ ons to Mrs Jennifer 
Gerges and Mrs Lauren Burke 
who were recently awarded their 
accreditaƟ on by NESA (NSW 
EducaƟ on Standards Authority). 
SupporƟ ng beginning teachers 
with collaboraƟ ve planning 
sessions, lesson observaƟ ons 
and collegial support is extremely 
important and one of our prioriƟ es 
at Putney to help develop our 
young teachers. 

FEBRUARY

24  SRC Badge Assembly 12.40pm 

28   Clean up Schools Day

MARCH
2  Premier's Reading Challenge        
  commences
2  National Young Leaders Day

11   Preliminary Rotary  Speaking  

  Public Speaking Comp

11   Zone Swimming Carnival

19   Harmony Day

23-25  Year 6 Camp 

21 February 2020
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Week 4



PLSPs  (Personalised Learning Support Plans)

Over the last two weeks teachers have begun the process of 
preparing Personalised Learning Support Plans for students 
idenƟ fi ed with addiƟ onal learning and support needs in 
consultaƟ on with support staff  and Assistant Principals. 
CollaboraƟ on with parents is an important part of the process. 
During the next couple of weeks, if your child requires a PLSP 
your child’s teacher will contact you to arrange a PLSP meeƟ ng 
at a mutually convenient Ɵ me to discuss the provision of 
adjustments and support to meet your child’s needs.

These meeƟ ngs will be an opportunity for learning and/or 
behavioural goals to be set. Monitoring and review of the PLSP 
will take place every term.

If at any Ɵ me you are concerned about your child’s learning 
and/or any aspect of your child’s schooling please contact 
your child’s teacher to discuss your concerns. We encourage a 
collaboraƟ ve approach to your child’s learning.

Black Polos from Lowes

Last week I met with a representaƟ ve from Lowes to discuss 
the recent issue of “snagging” that has occurred with some 
of the new black polo sports shirts. An invesƟ gaƟ on into the 
problem is currently being conducted. Lowes at Top Ryde is 
happy to refund the cost of the shirt or exchange with a white 
polo if necessary. The issue may be a faulty run of material and 
Lowes have contacted the supplier and if need be will source 
another supplier to ensure the problem is recƟ fi ed as soon as 
possible.

Scripture Afternoon Tea

The 2020 Student Leaders helped to host an aŌ ernoon tea 
for our Scripture and Ethics teachers last week. Mrs Gerges, 
our Scripture coordinator, lead the discussion of current 
procedures and ways to improve our pracƟ ce and support 
our volunteers. The student leaders were impressive with the 
contribuƟ ons they also made to the discussions. We were 
delighted to have our school canteen provide catering for the 
aŌ ernoon.

Sentral

We have purchased Sentral, a proven web-based soŌ ware 
system that manages school administraƟ on, student wellbeing 
and aƩ endance. It enables staff  to access student data to 
assist teachers with assessment and the reporƟ ng process. 
Sentral also provides a Parent portal that we will be using in 
the future to improve communicaƟ on between the school 
and parents. The mobile app and portal will help streamline 
online payments and permission for excursions, allow parents 
to send absence details, book parent interviews online and 
many other features to make communicaƟ on with the school 
easier and more effi  cient. 

Clean-up Schools Day

We are once again parƟ cipaƟ ng in the Clean-up Schools Day 
iniƟ aƟ ve to encourage our students to be responsible for the 
care of our playground. Buddy classes will be designated areas 
in the school playground to clean. It is important that students 
bring along a pair of thick rubber gloves or gardening gloves. 
We also suggest a pair of kitchen tongs if available to help 
students pick up the rubbish. 

Buddy classes 

The Buddy program has begun at Putney with older students 
paired with younger children from their buddy class. Teachers 
report that parƟ cipaƟ on in buddy programs enhances 
children’s cooperaƟ ve learning behaviours such as taking turns, 
listening, sharing knowledge, praising another’s eff ort, helping 
one another, and compleƟ ng a task. Due to the extra aƩ enƟ on 
and assistance, the younger children’s work oŌ en improves. 
As the older students assume the role of the teacher, they are 
moƟ vated to do their best. They also experience pride in their 
ability to be helpful. The younger children bond with the older 
buddy and friendships fl ourish as the year progresses.

Our Buddy Program is designed to help create a friendly 
and caring school culture by fostering posiƟ ve relaƟ onships 
between buddies.The table below outlines the Buddy classes.

KC and KS 6H

KB and KT 6R

5F  2F

5E  3S

5/4M  2/1H

4S  2G

4F  1SK

3F  1M and 1E

Wests Tigers Visit

We had some very excited Years 2-6 students and teachers 
when fi ve Wests Tigers players came to speak to our students 
about respect. They explained 
that respect is thinking and 
acƟ ng in a posiƟ ve way towards 
oneself and others. Each class 
will refl ect on three acƟ ons 
and make a commitment to 
display respect and care for 
themselves, their class and 
others. The Wests Tigers visit is 
just one of the many iniƟ aƟ ves 
that we implement at Putney 
to support student wellbeing.   



Student Voice - SRC

CongratulaƟ ons to our SRC Councillors who were elected 
recently by their classmates. The elecƟ on process is taken 
very seriously with nominaƟ ons followed by speeches and 
fi nally the elecƟ on.

The Student RepresentaƟ ve Council has representaƟ ves 
from Years 2-6 classes. The SRC meet on a regular basis to 
discuss ideas and issues that are important to the students 
and our school community. SRC provides opportuniƟ es to 
develop their skills of leadership, teamwork and cooperaƟ on. 
Our SRC Councillors will be inducted in our fi rst K-6 assembly 
next Monday 24th February. 

Student Councillors for 2020

6H  Kaitlyn F and Asher R

6R  Tiana L and Benjamin B

5E  Chanha Y and Chloe P

5F Ingrid J and Micah H

5/4M Quinton C and ProƟ Ɵ  K

4S Rahul B and Kyan G

3S Hayden R and James W

3F  Saxon M and Oscar F

2/1H  Noah B and Chloe T

2G  Alexander N and Ayla G

2F  Jemima O and Rachel H

Winning House

CongratulaƟ ons to Lawson who were the winning house at 
the recent swimming carnival. Our Lawson House captains 
Thomas G and Krystal K had the honour of being awarded 
the house shield at a recent school assembly.

Parry the Panda

Kindergarten have been learning about expectaƟ ons of 
behaviour in the classroom and the playground. The Parry 
lessons have been a real hit with the kindergarten students. 
Though I was a liƩ le stumped when asked some tricky 
quesƟ ons by our kindy students.

Is Parry real? Does he have a family? 
When can we meet him or her? Is Parry 
a girl or boy? At which stage I looked at 
the kindergarten teacher with raised 
eyebrow searching for some guidance 
but to no avail. So I will be enlisƟ ng help 
from our students. Watch this space!

Congratulations

Last weekend Mitchell M from 3S competed in the regional 
athleƟ cs Under 9 Boys 700m Walk held at Sydney Academy 
of Sport and RecreaƟ on AthleƟ cs Centre, Narrabeen. This 
was the fi rst Ɵ me he has competed at regionals and he 
started the race really well and soon took the lead aŌ er 40m 
and stayed in the lead the enƟ re way. Mitchell fi nished in fi rst 
place beaƟ ng his previous personal best Ɵ me by 26 seconds. 

Mitchell will now represent his region in the State AthleƟ cs 
Championship held at SOPAC on 15 March.

Communicable Diseases

The school has had two reported cases of hand, foot and 
mouth disease. It is a common viral infecƟ on.

A link to a factsheet on "Communicable Diseases" has been 
provided.

hƩ ps://www.health.nsw.gov.au/InfecƟ ous/factsheets/
Factsheets/infecƟ ous_childhood.PDF

M. Brooks
Relieving Principal





NoƟ ceboard


